exile hers in the United States of America and dispersed over the world, are
very happy to be able to join also in extending congrstulstions to the Amerlcan
Republiecan Party to the greamtest victory in the history of the United Sitates

of America. We are very eager to take part in the great {ight belng conducted
by the American pegple with the other Pree-Burcopean nations against commnisu
end for the liberation of all suppressed people.

At this time, we would like to take the opportunity to inform the American
- public about the history and activity of the Czechoslovekisn Republicen Faruer
Party.

The Czechoslovakian Republican Farmer Party was founded im 1896 first as
a politicel party of the farmers to protect their own interestg. Very soon,
hovever, the part met with s vivid respowse in all clesses of the vatlon and
thus it became the maticmal political party. Ite cut and out democratic policy
had sterted already lu the Austrinn-Hungarian monarch; and alter the achievement
of the general right to vote in 1906, the party became the strongest
Czgchoslovakian political partyin the Vienva parliament. The Czechoslovekian
farmer, Frantisek Btanck, was elected chairmen of the club: of the Csechoslovakian
repregentative in the Austrian parliament. He, in 1517, fearlessly brought lorward
the declaretion of the independence of the Czechoslovakian nation in the Austrian
perlissent. In 1918, when the independent Czechoslovekian reputlic had teen
croatod the Repudblican Farmer Party was very well preparcd politically, cconomicall:
and eculturally. The chairman of the Republican Farmer Party, Antoain Bvehla,
was one of the leading persoms who prepared end led the underground movement
vhich repulted in the national revolution on October 20, 1518, This act wes
performed without & singls drop of blood and slso without any enmity towerd any
mu.eaa race or religlon and thus the first real Czechoslovakian democracy was
founded.

In 1018, Antonin Svehla, the chairman of the Repuclican FParmer Party Leld
the affice of the Ministry for Intericr. In 1522, he bvecame Prime Minlster and
served in that oapecity until illnecas forced him to retire ln 1927 and hc passed
sway in 1933. After him, three other mewbers of the Republican Farmer Party
(Uvdrsal, Malypetr, hodza) became Prime Ministers. Thus, the first Czechoslovakian
republic vas led for almost 18 years by Prime Ministers who vere members of the
Republican Farmer Party. At the same time, the most important offlces of the
Ministry (Intericr, Agriculture, Defense, Education) bad Leen headed also Ly
menbers of the Republican Farmer Party.

It has been our honor and pride that during the time when the Republican
Farmer Party ves holdipng the most important offices of the State; the Czechoslovakisn
Republic wvas one of the moet cutstanding Burgpesn Stetce, particularly from the
cultural, econcmic and sociael standpoint. During that time, from 15158 until 1935,
the Czechoslovakian Reputlic solved the most important social, econcuic and
national protlems. In 1920 and 1921, already, the extensive land reform had been
carried out in accordance to the most libveral principles which are today suggested
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by the UB for those countries where the land refora hag not yet been setiled. Cther
important sociml problems such as the old age and invelid ineswraence of the leborers
was solved. .

One of the most democratic significant acts which was achieved under the leadersiip
of the Republican Prime Minister Svehla was the national settlesent and the agree-
ment with the Cerzan minority and partly with the Masyar minorities in Czechoslovekia.
Thus, in 1926, three largest German political parties, representing the overvhelming
majJority of the Cermans living in Czechoslovakia, became active in the Czechoslovakian
government where they remsined until the 1938 Munich (Hitler) decision, This Munich
decision spelled the end of Cszechoslovakia independeunce.

During the occupation by the Geruan-lazis, the members of tihe Republicen Farmer
Party belonged to the biggest out and out opponents and fighters of the reckless
occupants and oppressors. All underground wovements were eitber led or supported
financislly end morally by the members of the Republican Farmer Party. During toe
Hazis persecution many of the leading members of the depublican Fermer Purtiy were
put in prison, concentration camps and wany of them were executed., The mein reason
for the exscution of the members of the Republican Farwer Party was for their active
part in the underground movement against the Nazis. In 1945, after World Wer II,
the Crechoslovakisn government was overtsken by the sowcalled Hational Front, created
according to the Kosice program, which was prepared already in ..oscow. DIy tals act,
the real and still valid Czechoslovakian Democracy was chanzed lato the People
Democrsey. This lampoon of a real democracy has sctuelly been the beginning of the
largent disaster in the history of the Czechoslovakisn peopls. Daring the administration
of this Hotionmal Front, which in fact has been & government of the commuist-socialist
block, the human rights have been suppressed, the lavs aud zorals completely upset
and the desmocracy replaced by force and dictatorship. HRevenge and vengeance dominated
agaicst all who opposed and fought against Marxisnism and Comamn:lem, Confisceation
of properties, soclalization, ex-propriatiocn especially of industriel and sgriculturael
possesslions, without any compensation, suppression of the private enterprising, sll
these led very soon to an absolute frustration of the Czechoslovakian economy, once
80 famous and prosperous. Therefore, the main aim of the ruling Kational Front has
been to suppress all the opponents of its regime. By the Kosice program the three
wost important non.socialist Czechoslovekian political parties (the Republican Farmer
Party, the Natiosal Democratic Party and the xiddle Class Political Purty) was
disbanded and prohibited and their properties confiscated. The Republican Farmer Party
hae been the largest Czechoslovakisn political party aud together with the Hational
Democratic Party and the Middle Class Political Party they represented approxiumtely
705 of the Crechoslovakian electors.

As a result of the political vengeance » 81l the leaders of ihe Republican Faruwer
Party have been arrested by the Naticnal ¥roat Goverowent and kept for yeers in
prison without any lezal reason. Finally all of them were proven innocent and set free
excepting the chalruman of the Republican Farmer Perty, Rudolf Leran, who has been
sentenced to 20 years of hard lsbor. His sentence was besed on tae allgued
collsboration with Rezis, notwithgtanding the fact, he vas luwprisoned by the Nezis and
sentenced by them to 10 years in priscn for illegel underground activity sgainst the
Nazis. The triasl of Rudolf Bers: was a mockery, an incredibvlie violation of the law
and the heaviest crime of Jjustice.

In the elections in 1946 the Communist Pariy became the strongest political perty
with approximately 38% of al)l the votes. Other political perties had 62%. In
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political parties which collabormted with the Commmnists since 1945, With the
exception of the coursgeous manlfestation of powe thousand students, not & single
politician took an active purt against the Communists, although the majority of
Ceechoslovaklan pecple hated Communiets. There were millions of couragecus people
who would have opposed with foree azainst the Communist coup d'etat, but there were no
cours;sous leaders who would have undertaken the opposin: action asong nop-communlst
members in the Netlonal Front of the Czechoslovakian politicians.

Arter the communist coup d'etat in Pebrusry 1648, the majority of the non-communist
members of the National Pront except those who remalined in the government with the
camnzsts, escaped from Czechoslovakia, Also, very many meubers and some leaders of the

1lican Parmer Patty left the country illegelly and alresdy on the 28th of September,
J. s they re-established the Republican Farmer Party in Exile in Paris,

When the Czecheslovakian representation in Exile, the so-called Councll for Free
Czechoslovakis, had been formed, the Republican Farmer Party, after some delay, had
also been invited to take part. The Republicen Farmwer Party accepted lLmmedlately the
invitation and became member of the council). The results of the sctivity of this
council, however, have been very poor. The wmeetings of the council were mostly |
consumed by fruitless discussions concerning perasonal and political perty matters.
The crestors of the Emtional Froat and the collsborators with the Communists in 1945
until 1948 took hold of the ruling in the council and, of course, such a structure
and ruling could not have been of a long duration. It broke in 1951 after long and
unworthy discussions and struggles.

In April 1952, e new council for Free Ciechoslovekia was fournded, however, by no
means in & democratic way. Only two political partiee, the National Soclalist Party end
the Slovak Democratic Psrty, worked out the mutual agreement and the other political
parties had to sceept it.

The good will of the Republican Farmer Party which has striven o create a united
and really demoerstic Czechoslovakisn repreésentetlon in Exile failed in its endeavor.

Who are the leaders of the incomplete Council for Free Czechoslovekia of todey?

Ve want to mention only two of them here. Dr, Peter Zenkl, who is chairmen of
the Council and Chairmen of the Netiomsl Sogisllist Party, and Dr. Hubert Ripka, who
is the Chairmen of the Section for Forelgn Affalrs of the Council, snd also a member
of the Nationml Sociamlist Party.

Dr. Zenkl was in Czechoslovakia the Deputy of the Prime iinister C. (ottwald, today
the Communist president of Czechoslovakia.

Dr. Ripka has been one of the blgzest almirers of Soviet Russia snd one of the
main authors of the Crzechsalovakia-Soviet Russis agreements.

This is Just & small sample of the previous metivity of these representatives
of the Council for Fres Czechoslovakia. Doth of them worshipped Stalin, celebrated
and honored the Soviet Army, took sn essential part in decision about refusal of Marshall
Plan for Csechoslovakia, transferred Kerpato-Ukrejina and the uranium mines in Jachymov
to the USBR, These wen who sre essentially responeible for the catastropnal disasster
of our nation, want to lead the sffalrs of our natlon agaln, they want tc lead the
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Ve wish to inform the US public sbout the former activity of these aund other
Comsunist collsborstors by the publishing of their declarstions and opinions
published Ly them Just recently. We congider thet Ly this way only we cen inform
the U8 publie whieh not only represents the highest class of the democracy, but
which alsc ssorifices everything possible, even the blodd of thelr soms, to
1liberste the nations suppressed by Communism.

The one gide tical setivity of these socialist leaders and leaders of the
Counail for Free is evident also in very important US lnstitutions.
As an sxacple, memmamatm radioc for a Pree Burope in Hew York
and Munich should be mentioned, Both these institutione are led end domipated by
the Csechoslovekiasn soelaliste, althouzh mccording to the results of all really
miﬁ.i elsctions in Czechoslovekia, the Crechoslovakian people have been 707
NOR-BOL 658,

The Republican Farmer Party is fully awere of the esrnesiness and responsibility
which has been overtaken by this memorsndum. They decided to do that after & long
lasting consideration. The Rapublicsn Fermer Party never publicly defended itself
against assaults made by the socimlist politics) epemies, which often used dishonest
and false methods in blacking the lsmading members of the Republican Farmer Party,
calling them fascists, nazis, resctioners, etc. The Republican Farmer Party conslidered
it as unworthy to answer such deliberately untrue and 4irty calumnity.

The decision of today to inforwm the highest officers of the American Republican
Party has been &ictated not omly by our dutiss end responsibility to our poor
nation but not with less regerd to the U3 democrmcy, vhich made it possible forus
to live here freely. The Caschoslovakian Republicen Farper Perty haes the sane
aims as the US &emocracy im the fight against Communism, the biggest enemy of the
culture, . z.ws, liberty and the real democracy of the free people.
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